
 
 

Atikokan High School 
Parent Council Meeting Minutes 

Tuesday, February 2018 
 

Present:  Joanne Spencer, Darryl Gannon, Beth Fairfield,  Nancy Pitura,  Claire and 
Adam Poulin (student council reps), Jennifer Learning, Ashleigh Kalais,  
Guest:  Melissa Gallagher, 
Regrets:  Sylvie Cyr (teacher rep)   
 
1. Review and Approval of Agenda:   Add in budget preparation.   
 
2. Review and Approval of Previous Minutes:  Remove Joanne Spencer from the 
list of in attendance.   Darryl motioned to accept minutes with the modifications.  
Claire seconded. 
 
3. Policy Review:  none to review 
 
4.  Old Business 
a): PRO Grant:  North Star wants to do their own family evening this year instead of 
with the high school.  Beth investigated what other high schools did with the grant 
money.  Fort Frances had a very low turn out and Rainy River High school ran an 
evening and it was very successful.  North Star is doing an arts night and culture.  
Letters of support were received from the NWHU, library, museum, ANFC and the 
Metis association as willing partners of the event.  Ideas for partnering were 
discussed.  Students had ideas for possibly tying it in to job ideas and financial 
literacy education.    Maybe explore the ideas around the feast ideas, drum making, 
beading etc and also look at the different things that are possible for job options.  
Will need a committee to get people to work on the ideas and pull things together.  
Let the group consider and let Beth know by Monday if they are willing to help out.  
Can also be a parent not on the parent council so can invite other parents to help. 
 
b) Blended learning:  Some parents and students are having some concerns about 
blended learning and the percentage of the content in a blended learning class that 
is dedicated to elearning.  Elearning can be successful for university students but 
harder to manage in lower grades.  Concern with how many courses/grades are 
offered as elearning and what classes are getting blended learning.  What guidelines 
are there to set out when a class is blended learning.  Self-motivation is required for 
success.  There are only 3 teachers using parts of the elearning modules to augment 
some grade 9 and 10 classes.  Beth encourages any parent to discuss any concerns 
they may have regarding instruction with the classroom teacher, if they are still not 
satisfied approach administration. 
 
 
 



5.  New Business 
a) NWHU survey:   The entire health unit catchment area is being surveyed to help 
the health unit try to get a better understanding of how to engage parents better in 
programming.  Melissa had 3 questions to ask the school council members.  
 
b) 2018-19 School year calendar: Changes to the school year calendar, post 
Labour day start.  Council members wanted to know the rational for changing the 
calendar for this year.  Darryl has concerns about what is the reason it was changed?  
How well was the survey done to capture a true reflection of what the population 
thought.  Where did the idea come from to change the calendar?  Beth explained a 
survey is put out every year.  Joanne would like to consider sending a letter to the 
board to discuss the changes made to the school calendar without talking about it 
before the change was made at the school council level.  Darryl wants to know the 
demographics of who filled out the survey.  Darryl had concerns from an outers 
perspective and also the length of time to prep for EQAO Gr. 9 math testing.  
 
c) Prom: Every year there is a challenge to find a teacher representative for prom. 
Other schools are moving away from having teachers plan prom; parents are 
planning prom instead.  Students have a prom committee that plans prom and they 
work with a teach rep to plan fundraising.  The council discussed that they would 
like it to have a school affiliation so it is a school event not just a social event for the 
community.  It is an expensive event for the school to run, as they have to hire 
police.  Ashleigh would like to volunteer to help with prom from a harm reduction 
perspective. 
 
d) Budget Preparation: The Board is looking for feedback on budget preparation.  
Wondering where the busing budget comes from.  Recommended by a council 
member that a budget priority should be to examine if it is fair for athletics 
budgeting for busing for Atikokan vs the rest of the district.  Comments also made 
about providing funding for those who are excelling (gifted students) in school, not 
only those who need funding to support special needs.  No extra funding for gifted 
students, need additional funding to provide supports for gifted students similar to 
the supports provided for struggling students.  We were provided with increases in 
athletics funding and also outers funding in the last budget.  Recommended that 
school council review these ideas and final thoughts be given to Beth to provide 
feedback to the board about the budget. 
 
6. Teacher Rep’s Report:  Nil report 
 
7.  Student report:  Student leadership day in Fort and want to bring students from 
Atikokan High school for that day.  Our curling team won NWOSSA.  Trying to get 
kids moving in the gym on Fridays so there will be something offered every Friday 
at lunch.  Also will be a winter carnival instead of a valentines dance to get kids out 
and moving.  The play The Prisoner of Tehran is performing tomorrow. 
 
 



8) Principal’s report:  Outers winter program is in full swing and it is going well.  
Report cards went home today for high school.  Grade 9 and 10 applied science and 
math went to Old Fort William overnight and to the planetarium.  Mr. Niigaan 
Sinclair is coming in May to do a presentation to students about reconciliation; what 
that is, what that looks like and what it means.  He will do this this through story 
telling.   
 
9) Next meeting date:  April 10 at 7pm for next meeting 
 
10) Adjournment:  Meeting adjourned at 8:10pm 
 
 
 
 
 


